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Disclosure to Promote the Right To Information 

Whereas the Parliament of India has set out to provide a practical regime of right to 
information for citizens to secure access to information under the control of public authorities, 
in order to promote transparency and accountability in the working of every public authority, 
and whereas the attached publication of the Bureau of Indian Standards is of particular interest 
to the public, particularly disadvantaged communities and those engaged in the pursuit of 
education and knowledge, the attached public safety standard is made available to promote the 
timely dissemination of this information in an accurate manner to the public. 
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FOREWORD 

This Indian Standard ( Part 2 ) was adopted by the Bureau of Indian Standards on 16 February 
1989, after the draft finalized by the Artificial Limbs Sectional Committee had been approved by 
the Consumer Products and Medical Instruments Division Council. 

This part ( Part 2 ) deals with design and dimensions for metric woven metallic, glass fibre and 
sieel tape measures for use by the visually impaired persons. Part 1 deals with general purpose 
scale for visually impaired. 

For preparing this standard, assistance has been derived from the National Association for the 
Blind, Bombay. 
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PART 2 TAPE 



1 SCOPE 

1.1 This standard (Part 2 ) specifies dimensional 
and other requirements for metric, woven 
metallic, glass fibre and steel tape measures for 
use by the visually impaired persons. 

2 REFERENCES 

2.1 The Indian Standard IS 1269 : 1964 'Speci- 
fication for metric, woven metallic and glass 
fibre Itape measure' is a necessary adjunct to 
this standard. 

3 MATERIAL 

3.1 The woven metallic tapes and glass fibre 
tapes shall be in conformity with the require- 
ments laid down in IS 1269 : 1964. 

4 DENOMINATIONS 

4.1 The tape measures shall be made in lengths 
of rSj 2 and 3 metres. 

5 MANUFACTURE 

5.1 Graduations 

The tape shall be manufactured in accordance 
with the requirements of IS 1269:1964. In 
respect of steel tapes, however, the choice shall 
be available to the manufacturer for designing 
and developing steel tapes with suitable tactile 
markings. 

5.2 Graduations shall be marked on all tapes by 
printings painting, etching scribing or any other 
suitable method. 

5.3 Tactile markings shall be provided on 
measuring devices in a manner which obviates 
any obstructions, inconvenience and confusion to 
the visually impaired person. The following 
methods of providing tactile markings are recom- 
mended. 



5.3.1 Woven Metallic and Glass Fibre Tapes 

Punched eyelets and notches to mark '5 mm' and 
*cm' graduations ( see Fig. 1 ). 

5.3.2 Metal Tapes 

The dots may be embossed or deposited with 
suitable plastic tactile dots ( see Fig. 2 ). 

5.4 The arrangements of dots shall be chosen to 
suit the layout and material of the tape. Stagger- 
ing the dots gives clarity and ease of reading. 
The varying heights of the lines are also useful 
in case of tactile braille markings particularly 
for millimetres and centimetres, 

5.5 The diameters of the raised dots shall be 1 to 
2 mm, Max, The thickness of the lines of 
graduations shall be not more than 0*5 mm. 

5.6 Steel tapes shall be provided with a suitable 
case and return spring for winding. The case 
shall be made of high density polyethylene. 

6 ACCURACY 

6.1 The errors in the full length when supported 
on a horizontal surface under tension of 1 kg, 
shall not exceed 1'5 mm. Selected samples of 
tapes may be subjected to tests specified in 7.1 to 
7.6of IS 1269: 1964. 

7 MARKING 

7.1 The tapes shall be marked with the manu- 
facturer's narhe, initials or recognized trade- 
mark by print-transfer, engraving, raised letters 
or in braille at a suitable location on the reverse 
of the tape. 

7.2 Details are available with the Bureau of 
Indian Standards. 



8 PACKING 

8.1 The packing shall be done as agreed 
between the manufacturer and the purchaser. 
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Fig. 1 Woven M/Ptallic and Glass Fibre Tape Measures w ""h Tactile Marking 
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Fig. 2 Steel Tape with Tactile Marking 



Standard Mark 

The use of the Standard Mark is governed by the provisions of the Bureau of Indian 
Standards Act^ 1986 and the Rules and Regulations made thereunder. The Standard Mark on 
products covered by an Indian Standard conveys the assurance that they have been produced 
to comply with the requirements of that standard under a well defined system of inspection, 
testing and quality control which is devised and supervised by BIS and operated by the pro- 
ducer. Standard marked products are also continuously checked by BIS for conformity to that 
standard as a further safeguard. Details of conditions under which a licence for the use 
of the Standard Mark may be granted to manufacturers or producers may be obtained from 
the Bureau of Indian Standards. 



